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The Baltic Circle Festival Rescued by Private Donation
Brightened the Darkest Moment of November with Cutting-Edge
Performance Art

From the performance Parachorale by Teo Ala-Ruona and the working group. Pictured: performers Tuukka
Haapakorpi, Caroline Suinner, Teo Ala-Ruona, Anni Puolakka, and Pauliina Sjéberg. Photo: Tani Simberg.

The Baltic Circle International Performing Arts Festival, held from November 22-30, was
successfully organised despite the financial turbulence. Even with a more streamlined
program than in previous years, the festival brought together up to 1,500 people to enjoy
domestic premieres, music, and meaningful discussions.

The themes of nurturing a good life and fostering community emerged as the central focuses of
the 2024 Baltic Circle Festival, both in its programming and the conversations surrounding it. A
week before the event, the festival entered public discourse thanks to a private donation, as
Helsingin Sanomat (18.11.2024) highlighted the critical role of a contribution from environmental
advocate Saara Kankaanrinta in making the festival possible. The presence of cultural
supporters was also evident at the festival, with a notable increase in support ticket purchases.



“I am deeply moved by the amount of support and love shown by the attendees and creators of
the festival this year. It reveals the vital role Baltic Circle plays as a pioneer of new initiatives in
the art world and in societal discourse. In times of crisis, we must make choices that strengthen
counterforces to fear, hopelessness, and individualism. By showcasing diverse perspectives,
modes of expression, and expertise, the festival strengthens resilience and encourages societal
agency — we have the power to shape the world around us,” says Hanna Parry, the Artistic
Director of Baltic Circle.

Beyond the discussions in media, the 2024 festival leaves behind sold-out shows, premieres
and performances that sparked excitement on social media, and powerful speeches addressing
societal change and the future of the cultural field.

The 22nd Baltic Circle Festival will take place from November 21-29, 2025.
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Baltic Circle is an international theatre festival that creates intensities in the city, takes stands on current questions
and ignites dialogue. The festival offers its artists space to imagine and explore what theatre and performing arts
could be, and to its audience, it offers an opportunity to experience the newest trends in performing arts.
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